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Language affords another good example. Men as a
race are so much different from animals that we have
reason to speak of a native aptitude for speech common
to all men. Yet men are not absolutely alike in this
function, since different languages are spoken in dif-
ferent localities, and since, in the same locality, some
individuals use language much better than others. Now
the different languages of different groups of men are
handed on from generation to generation, and are ac-
cordingly explained, in any generation, by the different
training and tradition. But the fact that the members
of any community differ in their mastery of the language
of that community cannot be altogether explained by
differences of training, but must mean that individuals
differ in the degree of their native aptitude for language.
The uncertainty of this third criterion of native equip-
ment is obvious: it requires an evaluation of the possible
effect of training and experience, and this requires
knowledge and good judgment, and may at best only
give us probabilities. We can be certain, however, that
there are differences between men in native aptitude;
for whenever a number of individuals subject themselves
for a long time to special training in a particular line,
such as typewriting, it is found that, in spite of great
improvement by all, great differences remain in their
final performance. When experience has thus done its
utmost to make men alike, they remain different; and
we might add that when experience has done its utmost
to make men different, they often remain surprisingly
alike in some fundamental respects. There must there-
fore be native equipment common to men, as well as na-
tive equipment differing from one individual to another.